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DECA Mission Statement 

The Diabetes Education and Camping Association promotes communication, provides  

education, shares resources and serves as a worldwide voice to advance diabetes education  

and camping programs that meet the diverse needs of individuals and families. 
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New Simplified Membership Programs for 2012 
DECA Member Diabetes Camps - $100 

DECA Camp Member financial hardship declaration - Free 
 

Our Industry Partners, including manufacturers of insulin, meters, strips, treatment 
supplies and educational materials are asking for DECA’s master camp database in 
February.  Please join DECA NOW!  (More info found on page 4.) 

YOUR UPDATED CAMP INFORMATION FOR 2012 IS NEEDED ASAP! 
Contact Kathy Latimer (kathylatimer@diabetescamps.org) for assistance. 

mailto:kathylatimer@diabetescamps.org
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Key Leadership Changing at DECA 
 

Thank You to Lorne Abramson, Outgoing Executive Director  

  

Welcome to Terry Ackley, DECA’s New Executive Director 

Behind the glowing facade of DECA is Lorne Abramson, a dedicated camping professional whose pas-
sion, humor and creativity has taken our organization to new heights.  When he took the helm as Exec-
utive Director in 2004, the organization was quite young and barely known in the diabetes community 
at large.  Lorne had been at the founding meeting of DECA in 1996 when a number of camping profes-
sionals gathered to discuss the need for a networking organization, under which diabetes camps could 
share resources and assist one another with their unique and critical missions.  Over the past seven 
years, Lorne has sat, or more appropriately run, at lightning pace to gather resources, both human and 
financial, so that DECA could grow, reaching out to camps across North America and beyond.  He has 
developed critical partnerships with diabetes industry partners and major diabetes organizations and 
eliminated barriers, so that important programming initiatives could be developed.  DECA has generat-
ed programs under his leadership, helped camps to meet their objectives, and provided oversight to 
hundreds of volunteers working on an array of initiatives - from the development of the DECA website 
to the creation of educational resources such as Diabetes 101.   
 

DECA now sits in the perfect position to expand its assistance to member camps and to develop unique 
programs that will support those working to make a difference in the lives of youth with diabetes and 
their families worldwide.  The Board of Directors is not surprised that Lorne finds himself in a position 
to turn the helm to a new Executive Director so that he can spend some time enjoying retirement while 
he continues to help DECA meet its mission especially with regard to camp assistance initiatives.  With 
regret that Lorne will not be steering the ship, we are delighted that he will continue to be part of the 
crew that helps camping programs enhance programs.  The Board of Directors wishes to thank Lorne, 
from, as Paul Madden often says, “the bottom of its pancreas (like its heart, only deeper),” for his lead-
ership, dedication, passion and humor throughout the past years.  
 

While we say both “goodbye” and “hello” to Lorne, we also say “hello” and “goodbye” to Terry Ackley.  
After a careful search, candidate screening and interview process by a qualified Search Committee of 
the Board of Directors, Terry was elected as the most qualified candidate, due to his tenure as an Exec-
utive Director in the diabetes camping community, his experience with DECA and the diabetes commu-
nity at large and his personal connection to diabetes.  Terry accepted the position at a Board of Direc-
tor’s meeting in January.  He subsequently stepped down as President of the Board of Directors to  
to enter his new role.  He formally began his job with DECA on February 1st.  Terry is certainly not new  
(continued on next page) 
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to DECA.  He has served on the Board of Directors since 1998.  But, for those of you who might not 
know Terry, here is a little background. 
 

Prior to leading DECA, Terry served Southeastern Diabetes Education Services (“SDES”) for twenty-one 
years, including the last fifteen years as its Executive Director.  SDES is a volunteer based charity that 
provides education, encouragement, and motivation to children having diabetes and their families.  
SDES offers a wide range of programs for children and youth having diabetes and families, from family 
education and support programs, to day camps, summer camps, and youth adventure programs. 
 

Prior to leading SDES, Terry spent a number of years directing education, employment, and residential 
programs for persons with disabilities.  Terry is active in community and professional organizations.  He 
is a Past President of the Diabetes Education and Camping Association, and a Past President of the Ala-
bama Diabetes Network of the Alabama Department of Public Health.  He is a member of the American 
Association of Diabetes Educators, and is a past president of the Florence Lions Club.  Terry and his 
wife, Carol, a retired teacher, intimately understand the issues faced by families living with diabetes as 
their daughter Emily, has diabetes.  She is a nurse, active in diabetes camp, and is studying to be a 
nurse practitioner in Alabama. 
 

Terry is excited about the wonderful opportunities that DECA has before it.  He shares his desire to 
help enhance diabetes camp programs through the ongoing development of staff training resources 
and other vital materials; to create best practice guidelines and program excellence standards; to im-
prove communication that will enhance networking opportunities for DECA Camps and Members; and 
to strengthen the funding base for the entire organization.   He asks that you join hands with him to 
provide leadership and assistance to enrich the world’s diabetes education and camping programs for 
youth and families. 

 

Get Your Staff Ready for Camp Before Camp Starts 

 
This precamp season, get your staff ready to roll by viewing DECA’s diabetes and general camp train-

ing  videos before they leave home.  They will come to camp with a general orientation to diabetes 

camp and you will be able to fine tune their skills with your own camp-specific training on site.  You 

can also use or modify the PowerPoint presentations available on the DECA website, which include: 

 Diabetes and Nutrition 

 Diabetes Overview 

 HIPPA and OSHA 

 Insulin and Insulin Administration 

 Pump Class Basics 

 Pumping At Camp 

 Child Abuse 

 

All of this is available free to Camp Members at http://www.diabetescamps.org/downloads/

staff-training.html. 
 

Resources on the staff training section of the DECA website are generously sponsored by  

The Medtronic Foundation and the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation. 

http://www.diabetescamps.org/downloads/staff-training.html
http://www.diabetescamps.org/downloads/staff-training.html
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Calling All Camp Members – Now is the Time 
 

Our Industry Partners, including manufacturers of insulin, meters, strips, treatment  
supplies and educational materials are asking for DECA’s master camp database in  
February.  Please join DECA NOW!  YOUR UPDATED 2012 CAMP INFORMATION IS  
NEEDED ASAP!  
 

Please contact Kathy Latimer (kathylatimer@diabetescamps.org) should you have   
questions or problems.  The DECA Board of Directors has initiated a Simplified Fee 
Structure to enable all camps to join: 

 

DECA Member Diabetes Camps - $100 
DECA Camp Member financial hardship declaration – FREE 

 

Camp Membership Includes: 
 Inclusion on the Industry Partners Database for donations of supplies and materials 
 Unlimited individual memberships for camp staff and/or volunteers (online user registration  

 required) 
 Access to the DECA website’s training videos, PowerPoints, resource materials and more 
 Rights to use the DECA logo on promotional materials, indicating that your camp is a member  

 of the world’s only professional diabetes camping organization 
 Partner opportunities with local Lions Clubs and other organizations based on DECA’s affiliations 

 

To become a new member, renew your membership and/or update your camp information, go to 
www.diabetescamps.org: 

· Visit the "How to Join" Page 

· Fill out a Membership Application - Membership Tab, click "Apply!" 

· Choose correct category.  If you are a Camp Member with a Financial Hardship and cannot 

pay the $100 fee, there is an option to choose for a free membership. 

· Register to use the website - Membership Tab, click  "Members Only Registration" 

· Wait for confirmation email and activation link before you try to access website resources 

· If you are a Camp Member, complete updated camp information (designated person must 

update) - Camp Directory tab - "Add or Edit Entry"  

· Tell all of your staff to visit the website and join as a Camp Staff Member.  When they 

choose this category of membership, it will be FREE. 

 
 

www.diabetescamps.org 

mailto:kathylatimer@diabetescamps.org
http://www.diabetescamps.org/membership/how-to-join.html
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WORLD TEAMTENNIS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS  

FOR WTT NOVO NORDISK DONNELLY AWARD SCHOLARSHIPS  

TO SUPPORT YOUTH TENNIS PLAYERS WITH DIABETES 

WTT accepting applications through April 16 
 

NEW YORK, N.Y. (January 18, 2012) – World TeamTennis is currently accepting applications from 

youth tennis players with diabetes for the Novo Nordisk Donnelly Awards.  The Novo Nordisk Donnelly 

Awards annually distribute $25,000 in scholarships, including two one-time $5,000 national scholar-

ships and six one-time $2,500 regional scholarships. 

 

The scholarships are awarded to male and female athletes ages 12-21, who have diabetes and play tennis 

competitively in tournaments or on their school team.  Applications must be received by April 16, 2012, 

along with two letters of recommendation and a short essay explaining the significance of diabetes in the 

applicant’s life.  The awards are to be used for education, tennis development and/or medical care. 

 

The recipients of the $5,000 national scholarships will receive their awards at a World TeamTennis Pro 

League match this summer from WTT co-founder Billie Jean King.  The scholarship program was 

established by King, through WTT Charities, in 1998 to encourage children with diabetes to lead an 

active life and compete in tennis. 

 

The Novo Nordisk Donnelly Awards are named after two long-time World TeamTennis executives and 

tennis champions, Diane Donnelly Stone and Tracey Donnelly Maltby, who are sisters.  Stone was an 

All-American and NCAA doubles champion at Northwestern University, and Maltby earned All-Big 

Ten honors at the University of Iowa.  Both women have lived successfully with diabetes since 

childhood. 

 

Novo Nordisk, a world leader in diabetes care, has been the title sponsor of the award since 2002.  For 

more details on the Novo Nordisk Donnelly Awards and to download an application form, visit 

www.WTT.com/DonnellyAwards.  For more information, contact Diane Donnelly Stone at 

dstone@wtt.com or 212-586-3444, x. 20. 

 

About Novo Nordisk: 
Headquartered in Denmark, Novo Nordisk is a global healthcare company with more than 88 years of 

innovation and leadership in diabetes care.  The company also has leading positions within hemophilia 

care, growth hormone therapy and hormone replacement therapy. For more information, visit 

novonordisk-us.com. 

  
About World TeamTennis (WTT): 

World TeamTennis (WTT) showcases both the best in professional and recreational team tennis.  Co-

founded by Billie Jean King, the WTT Pro League presented by GEICO features the biggest names in 

the world playing WTT’s innovative coed team format.  The WTT Recreational League presented by 

GEICO also operates coed team leagues and  events.  The United States Tennis Association is a 

minority owner and promotional partner of World TeamTennis.  For more information, visit 

www.WTT.com. 

  

Media Contact:  WTT – Rosie Crews, 817.684.0366 (rcrews@wtt.com) 

http://www.WTT.com/DonnellyAwards
mailto:dstone@wtt.com
http://www.novonordisk-us.com/
http://www.WTT.com/
mailto:rcrews@wtt.com
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Executive Director 
 

Southeastern Diabetes Education Services (SDES), an Alabama non-profit corporation, is a  

regional leader in diabetes camping and educational programs.  SDES is seeking an Executive 

Director to lead the organization. 

 

The job duties will include: 

 communications/marketing/outreach 

 fund development 

 fiscal management 

 management of day-to-day operations 

Qualifications include: 

 Is compassionate for children with special needs like diabetes 

 Bachelor’s Degree in a related field 

 5 or more years of experience in a leadership position of an organization 

 Excellent communication, human relationship, marketing and managerial skills 

 Demonstrated proficiency in fund development and fiscal management of organization-

al budget 

 Experience in camping preferred, knowledge of diabetes camping a plus 

 Familiarity with business management technology and software 

 

Job description is available by request.   

 

Submit resume and cover letter to info@southeasterndiabetes.org.   

Classifieds 

POSITION AVAILABLE 

 

DECA Classified Section 
Post your open camp jobs on the DECA website (www.diabetescamps.org) in the classified 
section and reach passionate, knowledgeable staff for your camp organization.  You must 
be logged on as a member.  Go to the membership tab, click on classifieds and post your 
listing with contact info. 

mailto:info@southeasterndiabetes.org
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YOUNG LEADERS IN DIABETES PROGRAMME DUBAI 2011 

 
 

The IDF World Congress in Dubai was the staging ground for the first international 

young leaders in diabetes leadership training programme. 85 young people with 
type 1 diabetes, 20 to 30 years of age, representing 55 countries from all around 

the world, participated in this programme. These young leaders had to find their 
own funding for travel and accommodation. This was a difficult challenge for many 
but their perseverance paid off offering them the opportunity of a lifetime. Mem-

ber associations were asked to recommend applicants resulting in a cohort of 
young people with established leadership skills and a fundamental understanding 

of the federation.  
 

85 young people with type 1 diabetes, 20 to 30 years of age, representing 55  

countries from all around the world, participated in this programme. 

The programme was ambitious, with sessions starting early in the morning and 

finishing late at night. Much of the success of this programme was due to the in-
ternational faculty who came together from around the world to share their expe-
rience and expertise. Several faculty members put together creative ice breaking 

events in first few days which helped the young leaders to bond, both as friends 
and as a unified and cohesive group.  

 
The young leaders rapidly earned the respect of the faculty and all with whom 
they came in contact with because of their commitment and determination. They 

proved themselves time and again, examples being an outstanding performance at 
the IDF member associations óstrategic planning session, enthusiastic participation 

in the global village and awareness walks and various speaking engagements at 
the Congress.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

The IDF Young Leaders Executive Council (L to R): 
 

President, Alex Silverstein (United Kingdom) 

President-Elect, Keegan Hall (South Africa) 

Vice-President, Sana Ajmal (Pakistan) 

(continued on next page) 

by Debbie Jones  

Vice -President, IDF  
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One of their goals was to form a Young Leaders Council and elect its first officers. 

The newly elected president is Alex Silverstein from the UK. The President Elect is 
Keegan Hall from South Africa, with Sana Ajmal from Pakistan as Vice President. 

In addition, two elected members from each of the seven regions serve on the 
council. Several of the young leaders have been identified to assist with the 
webpage. This will provide a valuable forum for discussion and reporting progress 

in the development and implementation of projects in the period between Dubai 

and Melbourne.  

Through role play, interactive sessions and talks from well known people with dia-
betes the young leaders developed skills that enhanced their leadership abilities 
and the prospect of their becoming agents for change. They had the opportunity to 

experience sailing with an ocean racing crew, who have participated in internation-
al diabetes challenges, and enjoyed a traditional night in the desert where they 

danced as one under a full moon.  

At the beginning of the programme they almost unanimously identified hope for 
people with diabetes as a principal goal. They now have to return home to their 

respective countries and work with their member associations to make a differ-
ence. For many this will be relatively easy as they return to a strong organization 

ready to support them. For others, though, it will prove to be more difficult as 
their member associations are not so well developed and have less resources to 

call upon. However, through shared communication within the young leaders 
group and their pledge to help the disadvantaged, it is believed that any such 

challenges can be successfully met.  

 

This programme was made possible through the gener-

ous support of several sponsors to whom we are eter-
nally grateful. The founding sponsors are Novo, Med-

tronic and Bayer. The other sponsors are Roche, Lilly Di-
abetes, Sanofi and FEND.  

REQUEST FOR ARTICLES  
 

We would like to feature your camp in the DECA newsletter!  Share information about 

your camp/organization, pictures, etc., with others in the diabetes camping world.  
 

Should you have a camp story, camp recipe, pictures, or other articles that you wish to 

submit for the DECA newsletter, please email them to kathylatimer@diabetescamps.org . 

mailto:kathylatimer@diabetescamps.org
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IDF Young Leaders program at World Congress in Dubai (December 2011) 

 

“You will begin to hear about the incredible impact of the recent IDF Young Leaders in Diabetes 

program, held in Dubai as a part of the World Congress. Diabetes camp people played a large role 

on faculty with Debbie Jones, Paul Madden, Shelley Yeager, Lorne Abramson, Jennifer Goerzen, 

Jen Hanson, Mark Barone, Claire Pesterfield, Joe Solowiejczyk, Dr. Fran Kaufman, Mauricio 

Chapa, and Merith Basey, all serving.  As described in the article by Debbie Jones, the program 

was powerful and far-reaching. It was an honour to be a part of it.  As a result, young leaders 

around the world are preparing projects in their home countries with the assistance of our faculty 

and their National Associations.  You will hear lots more information as projects and the Council 

develops. This is very exciting!” 

 

Lorne Abramson 

2012 ADA Scientific Sessions 

June 8-12, 2012 

Philadelphia, PA 
 

“Be sure to visit DECA’s booth (#1455) at the American Diabetes Association's 

72nd Scientific Sessions, held June 8-12, 2012, in Philadelphia, PA.  DECA will 

have its top camp folks on hand to answer your questions and discuss all diabetes 

camp related issues. 
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FOR RELEASE:  February 1, 2012  
For information, visit www.lillydiabetes.com or www.diabetes.org  
 
Contacts:  
Julie Williams  
317-276-2726 (office)  
317-627-4056 (mobile/text)  
williamsju@lilly.com  

 
Partnership between Lilly Diabetes and the American Diabetes Association to send 

89 children to American Diabetes Association Diabetes Camps in 2012  
Provides children from low-income families the opportunity to learn important diabetes 

management skills in a fun and safe environment  
 

INDIANAPOLIS, IN/ALEXANDRIA, VA—Lilly Diabetes today announced its commitment to 
send 89 children to diabetes camp this summer through a collaboration with the American Dia-
betes Association (Association).  
 
Lilly Diabetes donated 89 camp scholarships to the Association’s 2012 camp scholarship fund 
– one scholarship for each year Lilly Diabetes has supported the needs of those living with di-
abetes, beginning in 1923 when Lilly introduced the world's first commercial insulin.  
 
More than 400 diabetes camping programs exist worldwide serving approximately 30,000 
youth with diabetes and their families. Diabetes summer camps give campers the opportunity 
to interact with others with diabetes in a positive environment. Themes of leadership, growth 
and learning are paired with traditional camp activities such as sports and arts and crafts.  
 
“Diabetes summer camp is a place where children learn self-esteem, peer relationships, inde-
pendence and diabetes management skills that last a lifetime,” said L. Hunter Limbaugh, chair 
of the board, American Diabetes Association.  We are thrilled that Lilly Diabetes is investing in 
the futures of young people with diabetes by investing in our camp scholarship fund.” 
 
The camp scholarships, equivalent to $89,000, will give children living with diabetes from low-
income families the opportunity to attend diabetes camp for approximately one week. Scholar-
ships are awarded based on financial need, and families can apply directly to the diabetes 
camp they want their child to attend.  

 
“Diabetes camps provide education on diabetes management and personal development that 
often lead to newfound confidence for many campers. Campers who may not have taken 
charge of their care before, can begin to feel empowered and eager to learn more about their 

 
(continued on next page) 

Colleen Fogarty  
703-549-1500 ext 2146 (office)  
cfogarty@diabetes.org  
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own health and wellbeing,” said Steve Sugino, vice president of Lilly Diabetes. “Invaluable ex-
periences like these are just a few of the many reasons that Lilly Diabetes supports diabetes 
camps through our collaboration with the Association.”  
 

In addition to ongoing scholarship donations since 2000, Lilly Diabetes’ support of diabetes 
camps includes insulin donations and a broad range of programs and services that help bring 
the camp experience to life for each child. Lilly offers annual motivational speaker visits by 
three-time Olympic cross-country skier Kris Freeman, diabetes educational kits for campers 
contained in sturdy L.L. Bean® bookpacks, and caregiver educational materials as well as em-
ployee volunteers for camps that need an extra hand.  
 

The American Diabetes Association is the single largest operator of diabetes camps for chil-
dren with diabetes, with 41 camps located throughout the U.S. offering 53 sessions each sum-
mer. Since 2000, Lilly Diabetes has been one of the largest providers of insulin and other dia-
betes medicines, educational materials, volunteers, scholarships, and special guests to the 
Association’s diabetes camps.  
 

For more information on the Association’s diabetes camps and how to apply for a camp schol-
arship, visit www.diabetes.org/camp. Additional information about Lilly Diabetes’ support of dia-
betes camps can be found at www.lillydiabetes.com.  
 

About the American Diabetes Association  
The American Diabetes Association is leading the fight to Stop Diabetes® and its deadly con-
sequences and fighting for those affected by diabetes. The Association funds research to pre-
vent, cure, and manage diabetes; delivers services to hundreds of communities; provides ob-
jective and credible information; and gives voice to those denied their rights because of diabe-
tes. Founded in 1940, our mission is to prevent and cure diabetes and to improve the lives of 
all people affected by diabetes. For more information, please call the American Diabetes Asso-
ciation at 1-800-DIABETES (1-800-342-2383) or visit www.diabetes.org. Information from both 
these sources is available in English and Spanish.  
 

About Lilly Diabetes  
Lilly has been a global leader in diabetes care since 1923, when we introduced the world’s first 
commercial insulin. Today we work to meet the diverse needs of people with diabetes through 
research and collaboration, a broad and growing product portfolio and a continued commit-
ment to providing real solutions–from medicines to support programs and more–to make lives 
better. For more information, visit www.lillydiabetes.com.  
 

About Eli Lilly and Company  
Lilly, a leading innovation-driven corporation, is developing a growing portfolio of pharmaceuti-
cal products by applying the latest research from its own worldwide laboratories and from col-
laborations with eminent scientific organizations. Headquartered in Indianapolis, Ind., Lilly pro-
vides answers—through medicines and information—for some of the world's most urgent med-
ical needs. Information about Lilly is available at www.lilly.com.  

# # #  
P-LLY  
HI75856 0112 PRINTED IN USA Lilly USA, LLC 2012. All rights reserved.  
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Parent Landing Page Sponsored By Lilly Diabetes 
 

IPAC Partner and good friend Lilly Diabetes has sponsored a new page on the DECA website 

that will drive traffic to your diabetes camp.  The Parent Landing Page will entice parents and 

family members to visit the DECA website via a Google Grant Adwords campaign that of-

fers a downloadable copy of DECA’s Diabetes 101, a great tool for caregivers.  The Parent 

Landing Page discusses the benefits of diabetes camp, offers resources on diabetes camping 

and directs families to the DECA camp search directory.  The day the page launched, before 

the Google Adwords Campaign began, traffic was flowing.  We hope it inspires new attend-

ance at your camps and an understanding that diabetes camp is just downright awesome! 
 

Visit : http://www.diabetescamps.org/parents/. 

 

Reminder! 
 

Complete your  2012 Camp and Individual Memberships! 
 
After completing your membership applications, the designated person should  
update their camp information in the Camp Directory for 2012.  Contact Kathy  
should you have questions. 
 

Camp Membership Application 2012 
 
Individual Membership Application 2012 

http://www.diabetescamps.org/parents/

